QL? 9 VOICES of CONSCIENCE: Peace Witness in the Great War
58 Discussion Guide
for Youth and Adults

The nine modules in the exhibit are listed below in bold print. Divide your group so that someone is
assigned to study and answer the questions for each module. You can choose to spend all your
time at one module, or circulate to other modules and questions.

The Great War 1914-1918 A brief history
* Who was the first nation to declare war, against whom, and why?
 When did the United States enter the war?

Resisting The Drumbeat of War Who stands against the rush to war?
*  Which pacifist protesting for peace was most interesting to you?
« What was one of the reasons given for opposing entry into the war?

Voices Against War Who speaks for peace in times of war?
* What kinds of people continued to speak for peace after the U.S. entered the war?
* What religious backgrounds influenced people who chose pacifism?

Voices Against Conscription What am | willing to fight for?
« When did Congress pass the Selective Service Act and what did the law require?
« What is conscientious objection?

The Hutterite Martyrs of Alcatraz  What am | willing to die for?
« What orders did the Hutterite men refuse to obey?
*  Why did Jacob Wipf say he would not serve in the Medical Corps?

Refusing to Pay for War Is paying for war participating in war?
* What were Liberty Bonds and what relation did they have to war?
* What reasons did people give for not buying Liberty Bonds?

Terror in the Homeland How would | respond to violence?
« What specific acts of violence did people of peace suffer?
*  Which story of resistance was most interesting to you?

International Voices Against War What would enable the peace movement to be truly
international?

« What options to military service did Russia give?

* How were pacifists treated in Germany?

Legacies of Voices of Conscience Who are the muted voices of today?
« What is benevolence and how did it disprove charges of CO cowardice?
« What impact did the experience of WWI conscientious objectors have on WWII?

Has anyone taught you about pacifism? Why or why not?

The first compulsory conscription for all young men in the United States began with the Selective
Service Act of 1917. In 1973 the U.S. ended the draft in favor of a volunteer military. If the
Selective Service restarted the draft for both men and women, would you choose to serve in the
military or seek alternative service?

What would you be willing to die for?



